
24 years after its creation, Spéos, 
the International Photography 
School, remains true to its initial 
ambition and strategy:

To offer top quality training, anticipating the needs 
of a market in constant evolution;

To unite different cultures in order to enhance 
each student’s positioning in a strongly international 
profession.

In this perspective Spéos has created its new Gallery at 7 
rue Jules Vallès. Our former students will thus be able to 
benefi t from a beautiful space to exhibit their photographic 
work in Paris.

We also opened a new fully-equipped studio of 200 square 
meters.

The French state has accredited the school at the highest 
level of professional certifi cation for its Photography Pro-
gram (Registre National de la Certifi cation Professionnelle 
- Level 1, decree dated August 7th, 2008).

In 2009, Spéos is also joining CampusFrance, an organi-
zation promoting French higher education all over the world.

Last but not least, in fall 2009, Spéos will be opening its 
second photography school in Dubai (United Arab Emirates), 
a joint project by Spéos and Reem Al Faisal, a Saudi Arabian 
photographer of world renown.

Bernard Defaix
Rully Chablis

3bis, 6, 7, 8, rue Jules Vallès 
75011 Paris

Tel: 33-1 40 09 18 58
Fax: 33-1 40 09 84 97

Web: www.groupespeos.com
Email: info@speos.fr G
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The abandoned houses
of the American dream
by Molly Lowe

Students’ works
2008-2009

At the end of the gold rush, between 1890 and 1920, the American West displayed a 
succession of ghost towns, left by their inhabitants who returned to the cities and the 
illusion of greater social and economic security. The abandonment was total and instant. 
One hundred years later, at the end of 2008, new ghost-like towns have spread once again 
across the United States. 
Today’s economic recession and the subprime mortgage crisis have had the same effect as 
the return to harsh reality for the gold hunters one century earlier: they precipitated the 
end of an eternal American dream, the hunt for material riches and possession.
It is only in the United States that so many people were forced to abandon their homes 
so suddenly. This mix of lost illusions and naïvety, of resilience and courage in the face of 
adversity, struck me during my multiple trips across the American West in 2008.  The 
subprime houses, wide open to the wind, are reminiscent of the ghost towns of the 19th 
Century.  A strange world where only the traces of interrupted lives remain, serving as 
fragile witnesses to a soulless economy.

Born on July 10th, 1981 in the United States, Molly lives and works in Paris. After obtaining two Masters 
in Art History and in French at the College of Charleston in Charleston, South Carolina, she moved to 
Paris to study photography at Spéos (2004-2005). After graduation, she assisted several well-known 
photographers such as Patrick Demarchelier, Carter Smith and Eric Maillet. Molly currently devotes her 
time to the development of her photography work. www.mollylowe.com
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Spéos, Paris Photographic Institute, invites you to its end of year exhibition, on May 19th 2009, from 4 pm to 7 pm, at 3bis, 6, 7, 8 rue Jules Vallès, 75011 Paris (or on the Internet: www.speos.fr)
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